Cover Note for Distributed Generation Connection Guides (DGCG) – 2018 Annual Update and revisions for Requirements for Generators (RfG)

Background
The Distributed Generation Connection Guides are a suite of documents that aim to help anyone wishing to connect generation to distribution networks in Great Britain. The Guides are required by condition 25.4A of the Distribution Licence, and governance of the documents lies with the Distribution Code Review Panel (DCRP). DNOs are required to maintain the Guides and keep them up to date. 
Energy Networks Association, on behalf of its members companies, has agreed to revise the publication and has engaged Ricardo Energy & Environment to commence this revision work. 
Ricardo Energy & Environment has produced draft revised Guides. DNO representatives are asked to review the drafts, prior to public consultation.
Please can you provide any feedback by Friday 25th May 2018 to claire.newton@ricardo.com copied to david.spillett@energynetworks.org.
Key areas of revision
There have been two key areas to the revision work in 2018:
1. A general annual update, to keep the contents of the Guides relevant and up to date with policy and industry practice; and
2. Updating the documents for the new EREC G98 and G99 documents, replacements of EREC G83 and G59, in response to the EU Network Code Requirements for Generators (RfG).
Annual update
The key topics considered in the annual update included:
· The energy storage fast track process
· Ofgem Targeted Charging Review SCR (Significant Code Review)
· The ENA Open Networks project
· Assessment and Design fees
· A current ENA consultation on Fair and Effective Management of DNO Connection Queues: Treatment of Changes to Connection Requests
· Ofgem review of innovation funding / Electricity Network Innovation Strategy
· Statement of Works developments: DNO Transmission Impact Assessment (TIA)
· Charging Futures Forum
· National Grid separation of TO and SO functions (NGET to NGESO / NGETO)
· General update of links and references
Revisions for RfG
To take account of the new EREC G98 and G99, the following Guides have been produced:
· G83 / G98 for Single premises (available during transition period, then ref. to G83 removed)
· G83 / G98 for Multiple premises (available during transition period, then ref. to G83 removed)
· G59 50 kW (available until 27th April 2019, then archived)
· G59 (available until 27th April 2019, then archived)
· G99 Type A - NEW
· G99 Types B to D – NEW 
The most significant new content is in the G99 Guides, chapters C and D (the core connection chapters of the Guides).
The changes to the Guides for EREC G98 / G99 include:
· Description of RfG Types A, B, C and D
· Introduction of Fully Type Tested and Manufacturers’ Information
· New compliance reporting and associated forms (Power Generating Module Document, Forms A.2-1, etc.)
· Notifications (EON, ION, FON, etc.)
· The Installation Document
· Synchronous Power Generating Modules and Power Park Modules – with diagrams
· Updated connection flow charts
· Adding new generation (G99) to an existing site (G59)
· Review use of terms Small, Medium and Large Power Station
· Exceptions to technical requirements in G98 / G99 (eg < 800 W, storage, emerging technology)
Detailed points to note
· Apart from the core chapters of the Guides, a number of chapters are common across the Guides. Four PDF documents are provided for review:
· G59 full Guide
· Core chapters (C to E) of G83 / G98 Single premises, G83 / G98 Multiple premises, G59 50 kW
· G99 Types B to D full Guide
· Core chapters (C to D) of G99 Type A
· At this draft stage changes / new text is shown in red, as Publisher does not have a facility to track changes. This helps to draw your attention to the new / edited text.
· A comments table has been provided for you to record any feedback.
· G99 contains a number of diagrams illustrating different scenarios. These have NOT been reproduced in the Guides, as EREC G98 and G99 will be available free of charge. Reference has been made in the Guides to the relevant section of G99.
· The Standard Application Form is currently under review by the DNO EU Network Codes Working Group. The relevant sections in the Guides will be updated to reflect changes in the next few weeks.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]An anomaly has been noted in EREC G99 whereby, according to the current wording in G99, compliance data (G99 Form A2-1, A2-2, A2-3) has to be submitted with the application form for Type A Power Generating Modules (PGM). This is not the case with Types B to G PGMs, for which data is submitted via the Power Generating Module Document after the generator has received and accepted a Connection Offer. We will be exploring amending this as a modification to G99 with the DNO EU Network Codes Working Group, with a view to relaxing the timeframe for Type A PGMs submission of compliance data. The words in the Guides have assumed that this modification will be made.
  
