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1.      Engineering Recommendation (ER) P14 Preferred Switchgear Ratings was published 45 years 
ago in 1971 and has not been amended since. Although ER P14 is referenced as a qualifying standard 
in Annex 1 of the Distribution Code, it is not specifically referenced in any clauses in the Code. 

2.      The original intent of ER P14 was to provide guidance on the recommended switchgear ratings 
when procuring HV switchgear. The current relevant Standards for switchgear specification, used by 
Member Companies, are as follows: 

• IEC 62271-100 High-voltage switchgear and controlgear Part 100: Alternating current circuit-
breakers (Also applicable is IEC 62271-1 High-voltage Switchgear and Controlgear Part 1: 
Common  Specifications) 

• ENA TS 41-36, Switchgear for Service up to 36 kV (Cable and Overhead Conductor 
Connected. Table 1.3 from TS 41-36 duplicates information from P14. 

• ENA TS 41-37 Part 1, Switchgear for use on 66 kV to 132 kV distribution systems (Common 
clauses). Table 2 from TS 41-37 Part 1 duplicates information from P14. 

3.      The ENA Switchgear Assessment Panel (SAP) has confirmed that ER P14 is not a relevant 
document and is no longer referenced by Member Companies. 

4.      The SAP agreed that P14 should be withdrawn and archived. The SAP also agreed that it may be 
appropriate to review the following two points mentioned in P14, during future revisions of TS 41-36 
and TS 41-37: 

•        How transformer ratings match preferred switchgear ratings 

•        Capability of switchgear to be temporarily overloaded 

 

Recommendation 

The Panel is requested to approve the withdrawal of ER P14 and sanction the removal of its status as 
an Annex 1 qualifying standard from the Distribution Code 
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